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This is a summary of School Board
business from the May 9, 2005 Puyallup
School Board meeting. Items summarized
below include action taken and District
reports and presentations.

Superintendent Tony Apostle
presents 2005-06 balanced budget

Teacher of  the Year Ann Valentine-Andreas (third from right) with School
Board members (from left) Greg Heath, Diana Seeley, Lloyd Freudenstein,
Superintendent Tony Apostle, President Bruce Dammeier, and Director
Kathy Afflerbaugh (see article on page two).

In other business, Puyallup High School
students Ki Lee, a junior, and Jason Klug,
a senior, recited the Pledge of Allegiance
in Japanese.

Bond Oversight Committee presents
semi-annual report

Dave Maxwell, one of nine citizens
serving on the School District�s Bond
Oversight Committee (BOC), gave a semi-
annual report on the committee�s progress.
In the past six months, the committee has
made several recommendations that have
been approved by the School Board.
Recommendations include the appoint-
ment of three BOC members to second
terms, the relocation of the Technology
Support Center to the Warehouse/Central
Kitchen facility; and the acceleration of
the opening of  the new Aylen Junior High
to 2008 � a year earlier than originally

planned.  The BOC was formed in Febru-
ary, 2004 to oversee projects funded from
the $198.5 million bond.  The committee
considers issues such as project sequence,
timelines and budgets, site selection,
building design, and technology steering
committee plans. Maxwell said many of the
decisions will result in having students
enrolled in the new or renovated schools
�as quickly as possible� while at the same
time saving money. Director Greg Heath
applauded the committee for being a �very
cohesive group of independent thinkers�
who have done �excellent work.�

Superintendent Tony Apostle recom-
mended a 2005-06 balanced budget
followed by the first of two public
hearings on the spending plan. The second
public hearing is scheduled August 8, with
Board action slated to follow.  With the
School Board�s number one goal to
improve student achievement, Apostle
proposes additional support for low
achieving students. He also has budgeted
increased clerical help at schools and
additional funds for assessment and
testing, and student records. The $150
million spending plan also prepares for the
opening of Elementary #22 and #23 in
2007 and continues to maintain a 5 percent
ending fund balance. In response to
impacts from increases in fixed costs such
as fuel, insurance, retiree benefits, and
staff cost-of-living increases, Apostle
proposes reductions in areas including the
China Program, ASB support, high school
management support, and special educa-
tion. Apostle�s recently announced central
office administrative reorganization is
expected to save an additional $130,000.
He says the budget will �enable us to
improve student achievement by placing
resources where they are needed the most
� in support of our students.�

Board members hear report on
China program student exchange

Carolyn Freudenstein, the School District�s
China Program coordinator, and several
students who traveled last month to
Shanghai, China, shared some of their
experiences with the Board. For the past
16 years, the District has been involved in
various educational partnerships with
schools in China. In January 2005, the first
group of nine Chinese students from the
District�s sister school in Shanghai visited
Puyallup.

Committee presents South Hill
elementary boundary proposal

For the past six months, a committee of
parents, citizens, and educators have been
studying current boundaries and future
population patterns and enrollment trends
on South Hill in preparation for the
opening of Elementary #22 and #23 in fall
2007. Committee members Paul Cheek,
Amy Littleton, and Peter Rosenkranz
presented the committee�s boundary
proposal Monday night and shared the
process used to develop the plan. Students
currently living in the Brouillet, Pope, and

Hunt attendance areas will be most
significantly impacted by the proposal;
however, minor changes are also being
proposed for the Firgrove and Ridgecrest
boundaries. The Board is expected to take
action on the boundary proposal at its next
regular meeting May 23.

Directors hear first reading on
textbook adoptions

The Board heard a first reading of text-
book adoptions for science (grades K-6
and grades 7-8), mathematics (grades K-
6), and Respecting Ethnic and Cultural
Heritage (REACH) for Kids Seed Curricu-
lum Middle/Junior High School Level
Ethnic Perspective Series. A second
reading is scheduled May 23 with action to
follow.



News from around the District

During Superintendent Recognitions, Tony
Apostle recognized the following students,
staff, and community members for
outstanding achievements:

State solo and ensemble competition
winners. Apostle congratulated student
musicians who performed April 29 and 30
at the state solo and ensemble competition
at Central Washington University in
Ellensburg. Puyallup had a strong showing
at this year�s state music competition, with
the following groups and individuals
placing or winning in their respective
divisions:

The Puyallup High Norselanders, which
sang the Star Spangled Banner and another
selection Monday night, won first place in
state for the second year in a row in the
Large Group Mixed Choir division. The
Puyallup High Sax Quartet Ensemble,
the Large Group Women�s Choir (The
Ocho), and the Large Group Men�s Choir
(Viking VI) all took second place honors.

Individual winning musicians included:
Justin Ehli, Rogers High, first place
euphonium; Drew Dresdner, Emerald
Ridge High, first place bartitone voice;
Julia West, Rogers High, second place
alto voice; Evan Lewis, Emerald Ridge
High, second place baritone horn; and
Lizzi Davis, Emerald Ridge High, third
place bass clarinet.

Ellen Sas, a member of the School
District�s Bond Oversight Committee, has
been honored with this
year�s Washington
Association of School
Administrators
(WASA) Community
Leadership Award.

This award is pre-
sented to community
members or groups in
recognition of their contributions toward
education. Criteria includes benefit to
students, leadership, motivation, success,
cooperation/coordination with a local
district, recognition by others, and history
of service.

Debra Aungst, Assistant Superintendent
for Management Support, introduced Sas
and congratulated her for her efforts. Sas
has served as a member of the Bond
Oversight Committee and for the last year
has served as the Citizen Co-Chair. She
brings her skills as a banking executive to
the Committee and assists other members
in thinking through the short- and long-
term implications. In a letter to WASA,
Apostle wrote that she has spoken
eloquently before the Board of Directors
representing the work of the Committee
and has persuasively outlined the ratio-
nale for the Committee�s recommenda-
tions. �If there is one overriding theme we
can count on from Ellen, it is that
decisions be made for the children and for
the taxpayers of our community.�

Human Resources Activity
Certificated Staff Retirements

James Barry, Teacher, Sunrise
Richard Dary, Math Teacher, Ferrucci
JH

Classified Staff Resignation

Classified Staff Recommendations

Classified Staff Retirement

Ellen Sas

Students, teachers receive local recognitions

Certificated Staff Resignations

Sydney Rademacher, Teacher, Aylen JH
Kory Thorp, Language Arts Teacher,
Stahl JH

Bradley Hubbard, Plumber/Maintenance
Brian Powell, Testing Specialist, LRC

Julie Craig, Campus Security, Stahl JH

H. Sue Kuhlman, Library Assistant/LOA

The Puyallup High Norselanders perform �The Star Spangled Banner� for
the School Board. The Norselanders won first place in state for the
second year in a row at the state solo and ensemble competition.

Ann Valentine-Andreas, fifth-grade teacher
at Maplewood Elementary School, for being
named this year�s Teacher of the Year in the
Puyallup School District. Valentine-Andreas
began teaching in 1985 at Maplewood
Elementary, where she has spent the past 20
years teaching in grades four and five. Board
President Bruce Dammeier presented her
with a plaque and said, �she really represents
the quality of the teachers in the Puyallup
School District.� Maplewood Principal Beth
Millie also shared highlights about the
veteran teacher, who received a standing
ovation from fellow staff, her family,
students, and friends. A cake reception was
held in her honor, and her name will be
submitted to the Puget Sound Educational
Service District to be considered for the

Nurses in the Puyallup School District.
National School Nurse Day is celebrated
May 11, and Apostle recognized the 18
school nurses in the Puyallup School
District who provide a vast array of
community health services. In addition to
administering medications or bandaging
scraped knees, school nurses have a
multitude of responsibilities including
screening students for scoliosis, vision,
hearing, dental health, height, and weight;
linking students and families with commu-
nity agencies and resources; providing
nursing care at Outdoor Education Camp;
giving classroom presentations on topics
such as nutrition, dental care, and germs;
and developing emergency action plans for
medically fragile students.

Participants in the School District�s
150th Anniversary Celebration April 30.
Apostle noted people came from across
the nation to celebrate the District�s
sesquicentennial celebration. More than
1,000 people attended the daylong event

on April 30. Apostle also thanked those
who helped organize the tribute. DVD and
VHS recordings of  the 150th anniversary
5 pm program and/or highlights from the
entire day�s events are available for
purchase. Ordering information is avail-
able on the District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

regional Teacher of the Year program.
Regional winners are expected to be
announced in August and are considered for
the Washington State Teacher of the Year
award, which is announced in fall, 2005.


